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lumbia University. His conclusion is to be found in his 
preface: "It is the white man's mission, his duty, and his 
right, to hold the reins of political power in his own hands for 
the civilization of the world and the welfare of mankind." 

Benjamin W. Wells. 



CANON MOBERLY ON ATONEMENT AND PERSONALITY. 

Atonement and Personality. By Canon Moberly. New York: Long- 
mans, Green & Co. $3. 

No English theologian of the present time has attained 
so rapidly an authoritative and respected position as Canon 
Moberly. When we remember the brilliancy and the origi- 
nality of his associates at the University of Oxford, it is no 
small achievement that he has already made for himself a 
name which to Anglicans everywhere stands alongside of 
Gore, Illingworth, and Aubrey Moore. His recent work on 
"Atonement and Personality" is only a further proof of his 
remarkable ability as a speculative thinker. Hardly any 
other subject has so profoundly excited the interest of me- 
dieval and modern Christian thought. Certainly no sub- 
ject has produced more widespread, practical effects on 
Christian conduct and teaching. In fact, crass ideas of the 
atonement have evoked in the minds of hosts of Christians 
a conception of the Deity which has brought about results 
hardly less disastrous than those which Plato traced in Greek 
society to the influence of the Homeric poems. The dog- 
matic significance of the death of Jesus Christ has indeed to 
be restated, the juristic elements inherited from St. An- 
selm's formula must be eliminated. The problem is not so 
clear as it was once, but the answer is bound to be more satis- 
factory to the Christian conscience. It is characteristic of 
Canon Moberly's method that he does not try to reach this 
final expression. But his discussion points to its general 
terms. We know at any rate how it must be expressed. 
The key is to be found in human personality. Analyze that, 
and the problem of sin in human nature and exactly what 
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the death of Christ has accomplished will admit of a more 
profound and more real statement than any of the answers 
given by the theological systems of the past. In psychology 
rather than in metaphysics or in law must the investigation 
be conducted. Canon Moberly's work is in every sense 
what the Germans call bahnbrechend. It is a really great con- 
tribution to Christian philosophy, for it offers something bet- 
ter and deeper than what it takes away. 

W. L. Bevan. 



THE BEACON BIOGRAPHY OF EMERSON. 

Beacon Biographies. Ralph Waldo Emerson. By Frank B. Sanborn. 
Boston: Small, Maynard & Co. 1901. 

In a brief biography of one hundred and forty pages we 
have a right to expect for ready reference or as an introduc- 
tion for new and younger readers a compact but complete 
summarizing of the qualities and achievements that have 
made the subject best known and most worth writing about. 
Particularly do we expect this in a biography of Emerson. 
There was, and is, a splendid opportunity for a book of this 
sort. Emerson offers material to the essayist and biogra- 
pher as few figures in our American life, whether this activity 
be emphasized in prose and poetic literature, in philosophic 
thought, or as a mere spiritual influence amid growing mate- 
rial conditions on a new continent. 

But it is just these things that we do not find in this little 
volume. It is too far taken for granted that the reader 
knows these matters already. If so, then what should be 
the purpose of the book? Hardly to permit Mr. Sanborn, 
because he had the enviable fortune to know Emerson per- 
sonally and almost intimately, to appropriate him, keep him, 
so to speak, under lock and key or in a glass case as some 
dearly prized object, to talk about him and rhapsodize, but 
never permit any one else to have the same enjoyment. 
There is a good deal of this air of proprietorship in the tem- 
per of this little book that is far from pleasant — a spirit that 
is particularly alien to the gentleness and sweetness we cus- 



